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ENDNOTES

1. Unlike some researchers (e.g., Wolford 2003), we do not intend to imply
incongruence or even a perfect congruence in the activities and issues

addressed by networks between the local and national levels.

2. In recent years, a growing awareness of the limitations of state development
agencies in reaching the poor at the grassroots level has led to an
increasing reliance, of donors, on voluntary organizations (Mohanty 1999).
In the year 1986, it was reported that nearly Rs. 3500 million were
contributed to the voluntary organization (VO) sector as foreign
contribution (Mohanty 1999). By the end of the year 1997, the volume of
foreign contribution to VOs had reached nearly Rs. 26,000 million, showing
an overall growth of about 643 per cent over the last decade (Mohanty 1999).

3l

—

is important to note that some women’s organizations, like SEWA, have
consistently declined state resources. In addition, forums such as AVARD
have allowed professionals to discuss strategies to counter state policies
requiring disclosure of aid funds or new program information. The informal
networking occurring in these forums has alerted the state to adopt new
partnerships with NGOs and grassroots groups, such as in forestry program in
the case of Bada Bhilwara or the education program of MSK, which will be

discussed shortly.

4In the Chipko movement, women came to the forefront of the movement and
transformed it into something that was ‘“theirs.” These local forms of
activism were also translated into a national movement (see Kumar 1993,
Shiva 1999, Purkayastha, Subramaniam, Desai, and Bose 2003).

5.  One woman narrates an incident where she entered the plantation and the
guard and people began calling her a thief and the guard held her hand in
mock amusement. According to a Seva Mandir worker, her husband filed a case

against the guard for molestation. The lady in question feels that action
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was taken against her because she was a Patel (from a different caste). The
people of Bichiwara claim that everyone protects the plantation, but they

are sometimes compelled to enter the protected area because circumstances

may compel them to do so. Bada Bhilwara residents now charge residents of

Bichiwara to access the forest produce.

6. An example of this is the Immoral Traffic in Persons (Prevention) Act of
1986 or PITA.

7. NGOs working for sex-workers’ rights in India do not necessarily address the
issue of trafficking, But this issue has received significant attention with

mass meetings in the cities of Calcutta, Delhi and Bombay

8. These occur at four different source areas: Kultali Matia, Canning and
Basanti in the suburbs.

9. Also, women’s reintegration into their families and communities involves
addressing physical ailments and the mental trauma they experience from
their captivity. This is addressed by Sanlaap’s legal aid program Salah
(meaning advice). Salah offers services to women who have escaped from their
captors, rescued by police, or freed by the court, and who often request
shelter for their children so that they do not fall prey to child

prostitution.

10.Nagaraja (1996) examines the status of women in Karnataka. She states,
“Though state measures were enacted in 1987 to include women’s involvement
in India’s development, local cultural resistance holds sway in resisting

women’s participation in public matters” (p. 67).

11. For administrative purposes, the state is divided into districts,
districts are divided into talukas or tehsils and several villages comprise
a taluka. The village is the basic unit.

12 After about two or three years of formation sanghas typically begin finding
ways to construct their own meeting place, referred to as a sangha mane
(hut). Sanghas receive an initial fund from MSK, referred to as the
honorarium at this time, which is used to acquire land or for construction
of the ‘hut’. Sangha women, who have almost never entered government offices
or met government officials before, must use their local institutional base
and the courage they have gained through self-development exercises in the
sangha to seek land for a “hut” While they receive assistance and
information from MSK staff, the decision to seek land allotment from local

government institutions rests with the sangha women.
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13. The Dalit Sangharsh Samiti (Committee for Dalit Struggle) are local
organizations that have emerged in several districts around 1974 in response
to incidence of attacks on dalits i.e. the SCs and STs. Refer Jogdanad (1995
and Omvdet (1993) for details.

14. All three cases discussed here illustrate the complexity of networks
among individuals and formal as well as informal groups that involves basic
survival. The complexities arise from gender, caste and class differences
that create differential access to resources (funds, forests, knowledge,

education, and employment).
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SILOUHETTE

MAGNANIMITY, COURAGE AND BASANTI

M.L. Rawat
After six decades of independence we still find that

of the country’s population has not grown as was ex

the government's own efforts many NGO’s have also m

improve the position of rural communities. As a res
their way to improvement. Differentiation between b
villages is diminishing; people are sending their g

girls are also breaking limitations and entering th

once under the single hold of males. One such perso
Devi Kher of Ranpur village of Jhadol Tehsil. She i
“Basanti, the Photographer”.

Basanti took two months training in Photography fro
Thereafter, she joined the Child Representative Pro
currently successfully engaged in photography work
their families in her village. Not only this, she i

this work on any special occasions in the village.

daughter out of the six children of father, Vela Ra

Bai. They are happy on her becoming “Basanti, the P
they are proud that their daughter has become a ski
Basanti herself hadn’t even dreamt that she will be

The Photographer”. At the start of the Seva Mandir
Basanti gained elementary education; after that she
from the government school of Ranpur. Although Basa
Mandir for five-six years, her regular bonding has

last two years. Being a girl she was a bit hesitant

now she has no problems. She can load the roll in t
photograph and easily rewind the roll. She shows th
children and their parents after taking the photos.
guestion where will you take the photos and she giv
answers also.

Basanti is earning small amounts from this work, wh

to a poor family like hers. Her father owns about t
unfertile land, but is not farming the entire land.
parents of Basanti have to go for labour work to su
daily needs. While doing photography work Basanti h
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nality is Basanti
s also known as
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gramme and is
with children and
s also called for
Basanti is the third
m and mother, Leela
hotographer” and
lled Photographer.
known as “Basanti,
learning camp
passed class five
nti has known Seva
been only during the
doing this work but
he camera, take a
e photos to the
People tend to
es satisfactory

ich extends support
hree bighas of
Therefore, the
pplement family’s

elps her mother in
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household chores and takes care of younger brothers
her parents go for labour work.

Basanti is the second name of courage. This sixteen

the village has attended Seva Mandir trainings at K

by herself and still attends them. When the author

feels scared traveling alone since she has to chang

reach the training centres, she boldly answered “no

in mind the skill level of Basanti she is now invit

Photography Trainings as a Trainer Resource Person,
Introductory Training for Zonal Workers, Photograph
Madri) for children associated with YRC, and the In
Photography Camp for girls at URMUL, Bikaner.

Work is the teacher for any person. Dreams come tru
loves his work. Basanti takes her work seriously; s
very much and she wishes to continue her work regul
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VULNERABILITY OF CHILDREN: A REPORT OF THE RURAL AC TION

COMPONENT
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BOOK REVIEW:

DECOLONISING THE COMMONS
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Individual Donors between October 2007 to December 2007
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VOLUNTEERS FROM OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2007
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